























NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 





THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 


*‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





The Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey 
Invite boys to attend the 
Second Annual Summer Session for Brother Candidates 
June 20 to August 20 
See Benedictine Life in Action 


This summer session is open to ALL young men who are interest- 
ed in the Benedictine Brotherhood. Instructions will be given on the 
Mass and the Divine Office; Benedictine life in general; Benedictine 
life at Conception. Part of each day will be devoted to manual labor. 


Attendance will be FREE and WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 


For further information please write to — 
Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri. 





Rosaries Rechained 


Your Rosary rechained in Sterling Silver, $1.50; or in nickel- 
silver, $1.00. (Nickel-silver is stronger.) 

Rosary made of any beads you send, same price as rechaining. 
New cross 20¢ extra; center, 10¢. 

Sterling Silver Crucifix, $1.00; center, 50¢. 

Beautiful hand made crystal rosary, sterling silver cross, chain 
and center, $5.00. 


SEND TO: J. RANDALL, 815 Sergeant, Joplin, Missouri 
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“SEEDS” of the Spirit 


Distribute leaflets which direct the mind to spiritual things and 
sow in souls seeds of light and grace for the Holy Spirit to fructify. 


A packet of bookmarks and leaflets may be had for 15¢. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





WANTED: A man experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. References required. Please address ap- 
plication to: Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Jesus 
is the 
Good 

Shepherd 
because 
His 
Saared 
Heart 
burns with 
tender and 
compassionate 
love for 
each one of 
His 
sheep. 

May we, in 

turn, be His 

loving and 
docile sheep, 
heeding His 
call and 
following 
closely in 
His 


footsteps. 








Roses of 


Reparation 








UNE is the month of roses, for during its warm sunny days 
that queen of flowers seems to reach its greatest perfection, 
delighting the eye with its many varieties of color and form 

and perfuming the air with its delicious fragrance. 

JUNE is also the month of the Sacred Heart, for it has been chosen 
from among the twelve months of the year — like the Beloved Disciple 
from among the Twelve — for offering special love and devotion to the 
Heart of Jesus. 

Both the rose and the Sacred Heart are symbols of love — the 
one in the natural, and the other in the supernatural order. To human 
lovers, the rose is the outward expression of the most tender sentiments 
of the heart. To Divine lovers — lovers of the Divine Heart — it is 
likewise an expression of love, the purest and most noble love — a 
symbol of supernatural charity. As such it is offered to adorn the 
altar of our Eucharistic King, to shed its beauty and fragrance near 
His Sacramental Presence, or to beautify the little home altar where 
His image or statue bespeaks His mystical presence in the home. 

But no rose is so beautiful nor so symbolic of love as the Divine 
Rose of the Sacred Heart Itself. The fragrance of all the roses that 
have ever bloomed on earth could but faintly approach the exquisite 
sweetness of the love which the Sacred Heart bears to the human soul. 
We seek the love of human hearts, and when we find it, pure and 
unselfish, it brings us supreme happiness. But what is human love 
compared with the Love of God? What is the human heart compared 
with the Heart of God—with the Heart of the God-man, Jesus Christ? 
And this Heart loves us with an infinite love—a love that is bound- 
less, endless, unchanging, Divine! It pours out upon us the Treasures 
of Its love without ever counting the cost. Mercy and grace flow to 
us from this Heart in Divine abundance. Selfishness and fickleness 
have no place there. But one thing It does ask in return—OuUR LOVE. 
Like all lovers, the Divine Lover of souls desires a return of love, and 
is deeply grieved when that love is denied. Oh, then, may the love 
of our hearts pour itself out in gratitude and reparation to the Heart 
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of Jesus, beating with love for us in the Blessed Sacrament. For alas! 
as we know too well, that Divine Heart is not loved as It deserves 
or as It desires to be loved. It is our place, then, to make up for the 
lack of love of countless hearts. 


This is the “rose” which the Sacred Heart would wish to have 
cultivated in our hearts — the Rose of Reparation — watered by grati- 
tude and fostered by love. And what month of the year calls for 
reparation more than the month of the Sacred Heart? or what day 
of the year so much as the Feast of the Sacred Heart, which was in- 
stituted at His request for this ve-y purpose? The First Friday of 
each month, too, by His request to St. Margaret Mary, is to be a day 
of reparation to the Sacred Heart, with special emphasis upon the 
Communion of Reparation. This year, significantly, the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart falls on the First Friday of June—making it doubly a 
day of fervent devotion and loving reparation. 

The very best form of reparation we could offer Him during the 
month of June (or any month) would be daily assistance at Holy 
Mass, crowned by a fervent Communion. Many, so many, who do 
not think of this, could do it at the cost of just some little sacrifices,— 
those little thorns which always accompany roses. Shall the Sacred 
Heart be disappointed because many souls, from a want of generosity, 
refuse to bring these little sacrifices? Or shall He be rejoiced to see 
a great display of generosity in the response of many loving hearts? 

Another excellent way of making reparation is the practice of 
keeping an hour of Night Adoration in the home each month, or each 
week, or still oftener, as is being done by many a generous soul with 
a real love for the Sacred Heart. Then, too, there are visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament, fervent ejaculations, little self-denials, acts of 
charity toward others, and ever so many other ways of making up to 
the Sacred Heart for the lack of love of others — and maybe also our 
own! 

Let us be zealous, then, in offering all we can this month in the 
spirit of reparation; even our work, our recreation, our very sleep can 
be offered with this intention. In this way we can make reparation 
for the sins of the world against the loving Heart of Jesus; for cold 
and negligent Christians; for blasphemers and scoffers; for those who 
have neglected their Easter Duty; for those who persecute Christ in 
His bishops and priests and religious and the faithful members of 
His flock; and for the many other like intentions which we can so easily 
form. These will be true Roses of Reparation for the Sacred Heart, 
rich and fragrant, and drawing down blessings and graces upon the 
world. 
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Crusade for Night Adorers 


Last month we spoke of the “crusade” on the part of the Director 
of the Work of the Enthronement for 50,000 NEW night adorers dur- 
ing 1951—the names of the adorers, arranged according to dates and 
hours for every night of the year, to be presented to the Holy Father 
at the close of the year. What joy and consolation this will bring to 
our Holy Father, saddened by the sight of so much misery and distress, 
and still more by the strife and hatred among men and nations in these 
troubled times. And what a powerful force the prayers of this great 
army of adorers will be in stemming the tide of another war, more 
cruel and devastating than all its predecessors, threatening to break at 
any moment over the world. Surely the most powerful arms to ward 
off this catastrophe are the arms and hands raised in prayer, supported 
by the spirit of love and sacrifice. 


To become a member of the League of Night Adoration, one need 
only pledge a specific hour of adoration one night a month, at home, 
between the hours of 9 o’clock P.M. and 6 A.M., on a definite day 
(First Friday, second Tuesday, etc.) or a definite date (26th, 14th, 
etc.) This pledge in no way binds under sin, and, if for some reason 
or other one cannot keep the hour pledged, it can be made up at 
another time, although the ideal is to try to be faithful to the hour of 
one’s choice. The name must be registered either at the National 
Center of the Enthronement (4930 South Dakota Ave. N.E., Washington, 
17, D.C.) or at some authorized Center, such as our Convents at Clyde, 
Mundelein and Tucson. 

Those who are already members of the League of Night Adora- 
tion are encouraged to offer an extra hour each month during 1951, 
and those who have been negligent in keeping their hours are exhorted 
to renewed fidelity. ALL are urged to solicit NEW members, so as to 
gain the desired 50,000 and even many more, if possible. 


May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be consoled by many Holy Hours 
of reparation during the night preceding His feast (June 1st) and also 
by fervent participation in Holy Mass and Communion of Reparation 
on the feast itself. The love of one faithful and devoted heart makes 
up to Him for the coldness and ingratitude of a thousand other souls; 
so let us all try to be the one among a thousand whose heart gives Him 
special consolation and delight. And we may be sure that in return 
He will prove His loving gratitude by showering special graces upon 
us and upon all for whom we pray. 


Glory be to the Heart of Jesus, King of hearts, and may He reign 
forever over all hearts! 
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OW interesting it is, year by year, to watch Nature at 
work! What a powerful force is hidden in the bud- 
ding tree as it bursts forth into new life after a long 
winter’s sleep! Now, the unfolding of Nature from 
leaf and bud and blossom to luscious fruit is a picture 
of our own spiritual development as we gradually put 

off the old man of sin, mortify our corrupt nature, and blossom forth 

into a new life of grace, which will finally reach its fruition in eternal 
glory. 

This progressive movement from grace to glory, from our earthly 
to our heavenly home, has been clearly traced out for us by our Divine 
Savior. From Advent to Pentecost we have watched this Divine Life 
in human form as it completed its earthly course. Like a brilliant 
sun it rose smilingly over Bethlehem’s plains, shed its glory over the 
world, then sank out of sight amid clouds of apparent failure, only to 
rise again in resplendent beauty and return triumphantly to the man- 
sions of heavenly bliss. So it will be for us, too, if we but follow our 
Divine Leader. 

But how can we best do this? To insure our success, to follow the 
path He has pointed out to us, we should resolve to lead a deeper, 
richer, fuller Eucharistic life. How proper this resolution is for the 
month of June! 

What does it mean — to lead a Eucharistic life? It means to make 
the Blessed Sacrament what Our Lord intended It to be —the MAIN 
OBJECT of our love, the soURCE of our strength, the ILLUMINATING 
CENTER around which all our thoughts, words, and actions revolve. In 
other words, we should LIVE OUR DAILY MASS. What unity, what 
strength, what richness would not this BURNING CENTER OF LOVE bring 
to our spiritual life! 





May leads into June. To succeed in leading a truly Eucharistic 
life, we need a model. But where will we find a better model in this 
regard than Mary, our Blessed Mother, who has been aptly styled by 
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Pope Pius X “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament”? Just as the 
month of May, with its buds and blossoms, leads directly to the warm 
abundance of June, so does Mary lead us into the fulness of the graces 
of a Eucharistic life. 

Yes, Mary is our best model for leading a Eucharistic life. She 
brought us this Living Bread from heaven. From her was formed the 
Sacred Heart that we adore! She gave It the very Blood It shed for 
us. As a solicitous mother, Mary trained and prepared this Paschal 
Lamb for future sacrifice. With sublime fortitude she stood beneath 
the Cross on Good Friday, offering the sacrifice of Calvary on the 
altar of her maternal love. With St. Joseph, Mary made the first Holy 
Hour of adoration and welcome in the dark and silent sanctuary of 
Bethlehem’s cave. And after Christ’s ascension into heaven, Mary’s 
heart kept constant vigil at the shrine of her Eucharistic Son. Now, 
after her own assumption into heaven, Mother and Son are reunited, 
never to be separated. No one ever understood the Mystery of the 
Altar better than did Mary, no one ever loved our Eucharistic King 


so ardently as she did. 
A Vibrant Faith 


How can we imitate this sublime model? The first requisite for 
a deeper, a more fruitful Eucharistic life is a living faith towards that 
Mystery of Love. Here faith means everything. Our devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament, our attendance at Holy Mass, our fruits from 
Holy Communion, will be in direct proportion to the strength or weak- 
ness of our faith. 

What, then, does our holy Faith teach us in regard to the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar? It reveals the marvelous truth that in the Taber- 
nacle, on our altars, is Gop HimsE.rF, Jesus Christ, really and substan- 
tially present, with Body and Soul, Humanity and Divinity; and with 
Him the Father and the Holy Spirit, the TrrunzE Gop! What an over- 
whelming truth! What a revelation of Divine Goodness! If we could 
only grasp this truth, if we could only realize its meaning, what dif- 
ferent lives we would lead! 


A Prisoner of Love 


The first thing that strikes us in reflecting on the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is the consoling fact of God’s abiding presence in our midst. 
We often look upon Christ’s ascension into heaven as the culminating 
point in His life, the crown and glory of His sojourn on earth. But 
here we are mistaken. Like graduation exercises, the Ascension marked 
the end of His mortal life on earth and His physical, visible appearance 
among men; but it also marked His “commencement exercises,” the 
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beginning of that wider and more glorious Sacramental life in His 
Church. 


Jesus has now fulfilled His promise, “I will not leave you orphans. 
Behold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world!” (John 14:18; Matt. 28:20.) What unselfish love must have 
beat in the Heart of the God-man to detain Him here on earth, to 
hold Him a prisoner in the Tabernacle! Do we realize what the Blessed 
Sacrament means to us? Alas! how feeble is our comprehension! Let 
us ask Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament to impart a ray of illuminat- 
ing grace to our darkened souls, that we may awaken to the tremendous 
reality of God’s presence, so that when we meet Him face to face at 
the hour of death He will not have to say to us: “In the midst of you 
there has stood One whom you do not know” (John 1:26). 

Why, then, does Jesus wish 
to remain so close to us in our 
earthly exile? Precisely out of 
love. True love demands union; 
separation causes sorrow. Thus, 
out of an infinite love, our Savior 
remains with us to guide and con- 
sole us, to draw us to Himself. 

Perhaps, sometimes, as we 
read the Gospels and dwell upon 
the marvelous events recorded 
there, we begin to envy the priv- 
ileged souls who dwelt in Pales- 
tine at the time of Christ, who 
witnessed the deeds of the Mes- 
sias. What would we not give 
to have been with the shepherds 
in Bethlehem at the birth of 
Christ! How we envy the close 
and familiar association of Mary 
and Joseph with Jesus during 
those thirty years at Nazareth! How we should have loved to be with 
the Apostles and the crowds as they sat at the feet of the Master, 
listening spellbound to His Divine teachings, or witnessing the as- 
tounding miracles of this great Wonder-worker! Yes, perhaps we even 
envy the blind and the lame and the sick who felt the Divine effects 
of that loving hand raised over them. Thus we: muse and muse: “If 
only I had been there!” And yet, we have no reason to envy the good 
people of Palestine at the time of Christ. We have all that they had, 


and much more! 
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In the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus re-lives His mortal life for us — 
His later children. On the altar we have Bethlehem and Nazareth, 
Jerusalem and Calvary. All the interesting events of Christ’s birth, His 
hidden and public life, yes, His Passion, Death and Resurrection, are 
re-lived in the Blessed Sacrament. For us, believing Christians, every 
day should be Christmas. There on the altar, at the moment of Con- 
secration, Christ is as truly born in the hands of the priest as He was 
born of His Virgin-Mother in Bethlehem. We can take the place of the 
shepherds and the Wise Men and offer Him ourselves, body and soul, 
in answer to His pleading cry: “My child, give Me thy heart!” 


The long years of Christ’s hidden life, so silent, yet so fruitful, 
are prolonged by Him in the Tabernacle. Hour after hour, His great 
Heart beats in loving adoration and reparation in our empty churches, 
radiating Divine light and grace and love. Also the stirring events 
of Christ’s public life are lived again in the Tabernacle. Through 
human agencies He still carries on the work of Redemption. At count- 
less altars, His priests daily offer the Eucharistic Sacrifice in His Name, 
and renew Good Friday. Daily, too, in the same Sacrifice is renewed 
the mystery of His glorious Resurrection at Easter, and His admirable 
Ascension. Through the shepherds whom He has placed in charge of 
His flock He feeds souls with the Bread of Life, He absolves them from 
sin in the tribunal of penance, and washes away the stains of original 
sin in the waters of baptism. From His Eucharistic throne, Jesus 
assists the priest in the pulpit and the confessional, inspires the teacher 
in the classroom, consoles and directs the layman in every walk of life. 
What a challenge for us to deepen our Eucharistic life by assisting at 
Holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion more frequently and de- 
voutly, and visiting Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament! By so doing we 
will allow this fire of love to consume and transform our souls. 


It is by the leading of a Eucharistic life that graces flow to us in 
greatest abundance; for such a life unites us with Jesus, like the branch 
to the vine, and the Divine sap of grace is able to permeate us, and 
work in us and gradually bring to fruition the seeds of virtue planted 
in our souls at baptism. Each Holy Mass and Communion will 
strengthen and increase their growth within us. Thus we shall ad- 
vance in the desire of sanctity, and actually come, day by day, closer 
and closer to the Divine ideal which Jesus proposed to us when He 
said: “Be ye perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” And when 
the shadows of death close around us, if we have been transformed 
and united to God in love, we shall look forward with all spiritual 
longing for the harvest of glory in heaven. Let us, therefore, resolve 
henceforth to make our lives truly Eucharistic! 
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(( HAT is the most ardent desire of all parish priests and mis- 
A sionaries? Undoubtedly it is to see the souls under their 
charge regular in their religious duties, faithful in keeping 
the commandments of God and of the Church, and in frequenting the 
sacraments of penance and the Holy Eucharist. They also wish the 
faithful to be zealous in Catholic works of charity and apostleship — 
above all, in Catholic Action — and, furthermore, they long to find 
among their flock a large number of priestly and religious vocations, 
so that Holy Church may be well provided with help in carrying on her 
work for souls. 
Such are certainly their desires — but how can these be realized? 
The faithful will never be regular and devout in attending the services 
of the Church, nor will they go frequently to the sacraments, unless 
they have good Catholic homes. No parochial works will flourish, no 
one will come forward to help in them, unless the families in that 
parish are thoroughly imbued with the true spirit of Christianity. 
Religious and priestly vocations are rarely found or fostered except in 
families where Jesus Christ is loved, served and put first in everything. 
The remedy for all evils, the sole and only means, consists in 
Christianizing our family life. The family is the basis of civil society; 
the Christian home is the foundation of the city of God. A parish, a 
mission, is worth what its families are! If the priest can succeed in 
bringing his parishioners to live a truly Christian home life, he will, 
at the same time, have gotten in touch not only with those individual 
souls, but also with those forming the society of which the family is 
the living cell or unit, the cornerstone and foundation. 
The enemies of God launch their fiercest offensives against the 
family, striving to sap its very life; therefore the true friends of Jesus, 
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especially His priests, must endeavor to. defend the Christian home, 
founding it firmly on the unshakable rock of supernatural faith and 
charity. 

But how can our people be led to Christianize their homes? 
Jesus Himself has given the answer to this question by revealing HIS 
HEART as the Ark of Salvation for modern times. He invites all men 
to come to His Sacred Heart, offering It as the universal means of 
salvation. If we are to have Christian families, we must bring the 
Heart of Jesus into homes, for the Sacred Heart wishes to reign there 
as Kinc oF Love. 

Being a King, Jesus must of necessity reign. Being Kinc or Love 
— which is symbolized by His Sacred Heart — He must exert His 
Royalty according to the law of love and charity. Families that ac- 
knowledge the Sacred Heart as their King, and live up to His precepts 
in their daily lives, will be all that the parish priest can desire as 
regards social and Catholic activities. 

But how can the Royalty of the Sacred Heart be established in 
families? No doubt all Catholic works tend towards this end, each 
helping in its own way; but there is one specially calculated to establish 
Divine Royalty in families, and thence in society, namely, the En- 
thronement of the King of Love in the home. This is a world-wide 
Crusade, launched by Father Mateo, SS.CC. some forty years ago, 
which was declared by Pope Benedict XV, in 1915, to be the most op- 
portune work of modern times, and which all of his successors have 
recommended and blessed. It has also been warmly approved by 
bishops of all countries, and its efficacy has been proved by experience 
during the last forty years, in every country of the world and even in 
the most far-off missions.* 

Its object is to bring Jesus intimately into the lives of the individual 
members of the family and into the family as a unit, by honor paid 
to the image of the Sacred Heart in the home, not merely in an outward 
manner, but especially by the love, praise and reparation offered to the 
Livinc Heart oF Jesus both in the sanctuary of the home and in the 
Sacrament of His Love. Thus by frequent assistance at Holy Mass 
and other church services, by frequent and fervent Communion, and 
practices of devotion, the tabernacle of the home is closely linked with 





*The ceremonial and spirit of the Enthronement have been ex- 
plained in this magazine many times, so we will not go into detail here, 
but merely remark that a full explanation is given in our booklet 
entitled Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in 
the Home. Our booklet Six Discourses on the Enthronement recounts 
many extraordinary graces accorded those who thus honored the 
Sacred Heart. Each booklet, 10¢ 
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the Eucharistic Tabernacle, and the graces of the Sacrament are en- 
hanced and rendered more fruitful by a devout home life. 


Jesus is enthroned as King of Hearts and King of the Home in 
the symbol of His picture, but He truly reigns over and rules the 
members of the family by His spirit, causing each one to live a fervent 
interior life, observant of the commandments, and zealous for the glory 
of God. He reigns as King of love, making all feel that “His yoke is 
sweet and His burden light.” From His throne of love He protects, 
as no other can, those who have received Him into their homes, wards 
off dangers from them and blesses their undertakings. From this 
throne He encourages in difficulties and trials, and consoles in sorrows. 


How easy it is for souls to live true Catholic lives when Jesus is 
in their midst, inspiring, assisting, blessing, and making fruitful all 
that they do! Families in which Jesus reigns as King banish from 
their social intercourse all that might be offensive to Christian morals, 
such as undesirable company, indecent or improper language, im- 
modesty in dress and behavior, immoral and vulgar plays, movies and 
radio programs, dangerous reading, and so many other means of cor- 
ruption which have contributed and are still contributing so extensively 
towards the desecration and paganization of society, and toward the 
debasement of Christian girlhood and womanhood. Thus the homes 
of the Sacred Heart become sanctuaries of domestic virtue and of 
Christian piety from which the spirit of worldliness is banished far 
away, and where the foundations of other Christian homes are laid 
by the formation of solid Christian characters, and vocations to the 
priesthood and the religious life are fostered. 


Souls living in such surroundings mount quickly to an intimate 
degree of union with God. They are strongly drawn to seek Him in 
the Sacrament of His love, and their lives become most fruitful, so 
that when death draws near they need have no fear of a severe judg- 
ment beczuse of a misspent life, but may look forward eagerly to the 
drawing aside of the curtain, when they shall see face to face, and 
possess forever, the GOD of LOVE whom they loved so fervently 
under the Sacramental veils and entertained as a most welcome and 
honored Guest in their homes. 

But even in this world, the Sacred Heart, in His bountiful love, 
recompenses with many blessings and consolations those homes in 
which His image is exposed and honored, as He promised St. Margaret 


Mary. 


NOTE: A list of Sacred Heart pictures suitable for the Enthronement 
is given on page 58. 























Address of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, to the Bee-Keepers 
of Italy . 


During this month of June, when countless fragrant blossoms yield their 
sweet store of nectar to the busy honeybees, the words of our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, to the Bee-Keepers of Italy, will help us realize the deep 
wisdom that can be gleaned from meditation on these lowly creatures of God. 


AS not the BEE been sung in sacred no less 

than secular poetry, with one accord, inevery SPe 
age? What a lesson do not bees give mankind, 
prompted as they are by instinct, which is a 
witness and a token of the unseen wisdom of the 
Creator to men, who are, or ought to be, guided 
by reason, the living reflection of the Divine 
Understanding. 

They give an example of social life and activity, in which each 
class has its duty to fulfil and fulfils it exactly — one is tempted to 
say conscientiously — without envy, without rivalry, in an orderly 
fashion, each in its allotted place, carefully and lovingly. Even the 
least experienced observer of bee-keeping admires the delicacy and 
perfection of the work. Quite unlike the butterfly, that flutters fancy- 
free from flower to flower, and from the wasp and hornet, rough in- 
vaders these, that seem to be bent only on mischief without advantage 
to anyone, the bee goes right to the bottom of the flower-chalice, dili- 
gently, industriously, and so deftly, that as soon as it has gathered its 
precious booty it leaves the flower so gently as not to injure in the 
least the light texture of its fabric, nor to soil the stainless freshness 
of a single petal. 

Then, laden with the sweet-smelling nectar, with the pollen and the 
propolis, without hovering idly around, quick as an arrow, with unerr- 
ing flight, straight and sure, it speeds back to the hive, where it goes 
on busily with its dauntless work, processing now the riches so care- 
fully gleaned, and producing wax and honey. “Fervet opus, redolent- 
que thymo fragrantia mella” (Virgil Georg. 4, 169.) — “Feverishly 
the work goes on; fragrant the honey with the smell of thyme.” 

Oh! if only men would take heed and learn the lesson of bees! 
If only each one knew how to fulfil his daily task in due order and 
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lovingly in the place assigned to him by Providence! If each one 
knew how to enjoy, love, and turn to account, in the intimate fellow- 
ship of the family circle, the treasures gathered up in his day’s work 
outside! 

Yes, if only men knew the way they might, with grace and tact, 
as men say, and with charity, as Christians say, draw profit in their 
dealings with .their fellowmen; profit from whatever truth and beauty 
these have conceived in their mind; profit from whatever honesty and 
goodness they carry in the depth of their hearts; and this without hurt 
to the wholesomeness of their thought or their love! 

If only they knew how to make available to themselves without 
jealousy or pride the riches that are to be garnered in brotherly com- 
panionship with their fellowmen, and to process these in their turn 
by the reflection and by the work of their own minds and hearts! 

In a word, if only they learned how to do, by means of under- 
standing and wisdom, what the bees do by instinct, how much better 
the world would be! If they worked in order and peace, like the bees, 
then men would learn how to enjoy and make others enjoy the fruit 
of their labors, the honey and sweetness and light of our life on earth. 

Instead of this, too often, alas! they spoil the best and most beau- 
tiful things by their bitterness, violence and malice. How often they 
only manage to seek and find imperfections and evil in everything, 
and to turn even good into gall by twisting the best intentions! 

Let them learn, then, how to enter respectfully, trustfully, charitably 
and discreetly, yet deeply into the hearts of their fellow-beings; then 
they will be able, like the bees, to discover the perfume of noble 
qualities in lowly hearts, and even of outstanding virtues, sometimes 
unknown to the possessors. They will be able to discern, even in the 
most hidden thoughts of their adversaries, at least some trace of sound 
judgment, some glimmer of truth and goodness. 

Beloved sons, as you tend your hives, fulfilling so carefully the 
many and delicate operations of bee-keeping, let your spirit rise in 
mystic flight to taste the sweetness of God, the sweetness of His word 
and His laws (Ps. 18,11;108,103), to contemplate that Divine light 
symbolized by flame kindled on wax. Of this the Church sings in her 
wonderful liturgy on Holy Saturday: “For it is nourished by melting 
wax which the mother-bee formed into the substance of this precious 
candle.” 

With this prayer, beloved sons, We bestow upon you, upon all the 
bee-keepers of Italy, and upon all those dear to you, with all Our 
heart, Our fatherly Apostolic Blessing. 


(Taken from “Catholic Documents,” Vol. I, published by The Pontifical 
Court Club, London, England.) 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


The Love of Benevolence (Continued) 


The Lay Catholic’s Opportunity. 


What is needed for winning non-Catholics of all classes to the 
Catholic Church is the spirit of zeal which animated the first Christians 
in Palestine and the Roman provinces. A right evaluation of the 
precious grace of the true Faith, and a sense of deep gratitude for the 
same, made them eager to spread this Faith among the Jews and pagans 
around them. That Christianity spread so rapidly and extensively 
during the first three hundred years was largely due to the zeal and 
fervor of the laity, who considered it their duty to make Christ known 
and loved and thus help to establish His kingdom on earth. Their 
activity in this direction, perhaps, did more for the rapid growth of 
the Church than did the preaching of bishops and priests. This was 
especially the case during the many periods of persecution when the 
outward activity of the clergy was greatly restricted and often ren- 
dered impossible. Yet we know that commonly during periods of per- 
secution the number of converts was very large, so that it came to be 
said that “the blood of the martyrs became the seed of new Christians.” 

This spirit of apostolic zeal for making Christ known and loved 
by non-Christians today must be revived in our Catholic laity, that the 
Catholic Faith may be spread throughout the present-day world. The 
world of today is suffering from two forms of paganism, one old, the 
other new. Many millions are still enslaved by the old kind as they 
were two thousand years ago, especially in India, China, Japan, and the 
vast regions of Africa. And many millions are the unhappy victims of 
the new paganism as it is found in the countries and nations which once 
were Christian, but have apostatized in the course of the last four cen- 
turies and are now in the throes of atheistic materialism, which denies 
the very existence of God, and assigns to man a purely animal nature 
and destiny. They have proudly rejected God and His truth, and ex- 
cluded Him from the parliaments, the courts of justice, and, above all, 
from the whole system of education. God is to have no place in family 
life, in personal conduct, or in public affairs. 

By reason of this twofold paganism, there are at the present time 
more than a thousand million people “seated in the darkness and 
shadows of death,” enslaved by the tyranny of Satan and awaiting the 
day of their deliverance and redemption. In view of this sad condi- 
tion, is it not plainly the duty of every true lover of Christ to display 
an unflagging zeal in trying to spread the knowledge and love of Him 
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in the souls of those unfortunate men and women whom the “powers 
of darkness” are holding in the bondage of unbelief and sin? 

“But what can I do to bring persons outside the Church into the 
fold of Christ?” you will ask. “I cannot go out among them and openly 
preach to them in the market place, in the factory, or in the stadium; 
and I feel that I have not the ability or the ‘knack’ to talk persua- 
sively to others about religion. What can I do, hampered as I am by 
these limitations?” Our answer is: You can do very much, as we 
shall now try to explain. 


The Apostolate of Good Reading. 


One of the easiest, but unhappily much neglected, means for spread- 
ing far and wide the “Good News” of the Gospel is the distribution 
of religious reading matter. This is a work which each and every 
lover of Christ is able to do, and do extensively, no matter how limited 
may be his talents for arguing or instructing. 

In this matter we must acknowledge, to our shame and confusion, 
that the enemies of God and of His Church, and non-Catholic organi- 
zations, teach us Catholics a humiliating lesson. Everywhere in the 
country, in railroad stations, hotel lobbies and other public places, 
you can find all kinds of pamphlets, leaflets, tracts and papers, placed 
in racks for free distribution. Often, too, it is sent by mail or brought 
to your doorsteps. Here you have a sample of zeal, which, however 
misplaced from a Catholic point of view, is a reproach to Catholics 
and a forceful reminder that they are sadly neglecting a most favorable 
opportunity and means for the extension of the kingdom of Christ 
among their non-Catholic neighbors. 

It shows up two things: The generosity of those who supply the 
money necessary for the printing of literature which has for its object 
the promotion of non-Catholic teaching, and often, too, of propaganda 
of hatred and slander against the Catholic Church; and the zeal of 
those who attend to the regular distribution of this literature, both in 
public places and in private homes, by carrying it from door to door, 
or mailing it to those who live at a distance. 


Your Opportunity for Zeal. 


If, then, you are really desirous of promoting Christ’s interests 
among those who are alien to His Church, here is your opportunity. 
Take an active part in spreading religious and instructive reading 
matter. For this purpose you might become a member of one of the 
various Truth Societies, or similar organizations, which specialize in 
publishing and distributing books and pamphlets and tracts for non- 
Catholics. These societies are often unable to do what they feel must 
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be done, for the simple reason that their funds are very limited. Be- 
come a member of one or other and let your subscription help to 
finance their projects. Better still, if you are a person of means, 
donate larger sums and thus help them to extend their activities. 

In the next place, make it your duty to purchase such publications 
and distribute them freely. Give them to your friends and acquaint- 
ances, put them in public places, leave copies in factories, stores, street 
cars, buses, railroad coaches — any place where people can pick them 
up and take them home for perusal and study. You might also pur- 
chase larger quantities of them and see to their distribution in hospi- 
tals, asylums, homes for invalids, jails and prisons whose inmates are 
often very receptive of that kind of reading, and among whom it may 
do an immense amount of spiritual good.* 


What Sacrifice-Money Can Do. 


But you may allege that you cannot do this work to any great ex- 
tent since you have not the money to buy such literature. This excuse 
offers an opportunity for a suggestion that may sound very novel and 
even very odd to you. Let us ask this question: How much money do 
you spend every week for luxuries, pure and simple, with which you 
freely satisfy your love of self-indulgence and pleasure? Take paper 
and pencil and figure it up. How much do you spend for candy, ice- 
cream, cigarettes or tobacco; for trashy magazines or other ephemeral 
reading matter; for movies, dances, parties, betting and games of 
chance; and, if you are a woman, how much do you spend for cos- 
metics, “hair-do,” and costly make-up in beauty shops; and how much 
for articles of dress or furniture for which you have no real need, but 
which you buy simply because it is the fashion or they happen to strike 
your fancy? 

Keep clearly in mind, we are here speaking not of necessary things, 
but of luxuries. Calculate, then, how much you spend on them week 
after week. Let us suppose it to be ten dollars. This is a fairly large 
amount; but there are not a few persons who spend much more than 
that. Now, we are not at all suggesting that you give up all the luxuries 
which you are in the habit of enjoying; that would be asking too much. 
But we do suggest and recommend that in the generosity of your heart, 
~~ *Our Benedictine Booklets, (comprising 77 titles), will serve this 
purpose in a most effective way, designed as they are to meet every 
need. They are cheaply priced (most of them 10¢ each), attractively 
designed, and written in a simple appealing style. See selections ad- 
vertised on back cover of this issue. Full price list will gladly be 
furnished upon request. If you prefer, you may send your offering to 
us and we will make the selection. Generous discounts are allowed on 
orders of 50 or more booklets. 
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your zeal for the salvation of souls, and the desire to promote the in- 
terests of Christ in the world, you regularly deny yourself a part of 
them and devote the money thus saved to religious purposes. 

For the sake of illustration, let it be one fourth. If you spend 
ten dollars a week for luxuries, your savings for good works will be 
$2.50. In a month this will amount to ten dollars; and in a year — 
52 weeks — to no less than $130.00. This is a considerable sum with 
which you can purchase a large quantity of reading matter to further 
the interests of Christ among your fellowmen. 

Or suppose your weekly expenditure for luxuries is only one 
dollar. Putting aside a quarter each week, you will save thirteen dol- 
lars a year. A small sum, it is true; but thirteen dollars more than 
you have perhaps given for God’s work in the past. 


One great advantage of this procedure is the fact that you are 
contributing sacrifice-money to God’s cause. This adds immensely to 
the merit of your good work. There are many generous souls who 
fully realize this, and, in addition to denying themselves in luxuries, 
they deny themselves also in necessary things, in their zeal for the 
promotion of the spiritual welfare of their fellowmen. Many a poor 
washer-woman and many a hard-working day-laborer has done much 
good in this way, while their rich and well-to-do neighbors squandered 
sinfully and criminally large sums of money on fashion, make-up, 
pleasure trips, dances, parties and other expensive social events. 


In this connection it is opportune to draw attention to the practice 
of self-denial and mortification which our Divine Savior declares in- 
dispensable for all who desire to be His disciples. “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me” 
(Matt. 15:24). It is true, these words sound foolish to many people, 
in this age of material progress which has multiplied the means of 
comfort, amusement, pleasure, good eating, luxurious travel, etc., far 
beyond the wildest dreams of our forefathers, and applies them as 
the measure of the “civilization” attained by the present-day world. 
But yet Christ’s insistence on self-denial, mortification and penance 
stands, and cannot be nullified. It is either self-denial here or end- 
less suffering hereafter. Christ insists on the virtue of penance, and 
a virtue is something habitual. 

Judge for yourself. Can any enlightened Christian really think 
it possible for him to win the happiness of heaven by a soft, self-indul- 
gent, perhaps even sinful life; by a life without penance and suffering, 
when our Divine Savior found it necessary to purchase it for us at the 
cost of the unspeakable sufferings which He endured in His sacred 
Passion and especially during His three hours’ agony on the Cross? 
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Can any one imagine that he can save his soul by walking with the 
crowd in the broad and pleasant way of earthly and sensual delights, 
when Christ tells him emphatically that this ends at the wide gate open- 
ing into hell, and that only those who climb laboriously the rough and 
rugged path that ends at the narrow gate shall have the happiness of 
entering life eternal? 

As there is no Redemption without the painful Passion and Death 
of Jesus Christ, so there is no salvation without self-denial, mortifica- 
tion and penance. “Unless you do penance, you shall all likewise 
perish” (Luke, 13:3). 

A quotation taken from Cardinal Manning’s book, “The Four 
Great Evils of the Day,” (p. 58) deserves mention here. “There is no 
doubt that the precept of the Apostle is very necessary in our day and 
in our country: ‘All things are lawful to me, but all things are not 
expedient’ (1 Cor. 6:12). I know I have the liberty; I may do a mul- 
titude of things with perfect safety of conscience; but I know this— 
it might be an example for others which would be dangerous to them, 
and it might also be a danger to myself. At all events, it is more 
generous, it is more in conformity with the example set me by my 
Divine Lord and Master, to deny myself in many things that are lawful. 
Apply this to dress, to pleasures, to amusements, to the expenditures 
you make on yourself, to your domestic and private life; and you 
will find a wide field for its application.” (Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 
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His Memory Is Held in Benediction 


a a Toe 

A HE memory of Pius X has always been held in 
highest veneration, but it has been quickened 
to a new intensity by the announcement of his 
beatification, which is to take place on June 3. 
In the long and illustrious line of Roman Pon- 
tiffs, few have merited so well the simple title 
of ‘“‘Holy Father’ as did the gentle and saintly 
Pius X. Even during his life the people of 
Italy who knew him best openly called him a 
saint. His rise to the office of Supreme Pontiff 
of Christ’s flock — and it is hoped eventually to 
the title of ‘‘saint’’— is another miracle story 
of the Church, the tale of a man born in the poorest surroundings, 
whose whole life was marked by the deepest humility and childlike 
faith, but whose extraordinary gifts of nature and grace singled him 
out from the first as one destined for great things. 

Giuseppe (Joseph) Melchiore Sarto was born on the second day of 
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June, 1835, in the obscure village of Riese, hidden away in the low- 
lands of the Piave in the Treviso diocese in northern Italy. He was 
the son of the village postmaster and church janitor, the second child 
of a large family, by whom he was affectionately nicknamed ‘‘Beppo.”’ 
His mother early became a widow and struggled to educate her two 
sons and six daughters by taking in sewing, for the family was poor, 
desperately poor. From his mother, Giuseppe acquired his charm and 
simplicity of manner. From her, too, came his first chance of leader- 
ship. 

Giuseppe’s early life, as well as his later life, was one of toil and 
privation. It was a familiar scene to see him, a barefoot boy of 
twelve, driving a donkey cart, or, in his determination to secure an 
education, walking or running the four miles each day to a neighboring 
town of Castelfranco to attend high school. His early schooling had 
been received from the village priest, who gave him his first lessons 
in Latin, and whose Mass Giuseppe daily served. 

On April 6, 1849, at the age of fourteen, the boy received his 
First Holy Communion. His seminary studies were made in Padua, the 
city blessed by the memory of St. Anthony. He was a brilliant student 
and consistently ranked among the first in all his classes. On Septem- 
ber 18, 1858, Don Giuseppe was ordained to the holy priesthood, six 
months before the canonical age of twenty-four. His first assignment 
was the curacy of Tombolo. The people here were miserably poor. 
Don Giuseppe labored with intense zeal to extend the Faith, while at 
the same time he tried to help his parishioners in their economic diffi- 
culties. He had an idea of establishing a co-operative association and 
a rural bank, but it was not until he was named pastor of Salzano, 
in 1867, that he was able to bring this scheme to maturity. Even then 
it was an innovation well before its time. In his charity towards the 
poor, the humble priest went so far as to sell the goods and furnish- 
ings of his rectory. He was most generous in lending his horse, and 
at frequent intervals even pawned his silver watch and other articles 
to raise money for someone in desperate need. Don Giuseppe was the 
despair of his sisters, who kept house for him, but he endeared him- 
self to everyone by his affability, his paternal manner, his mildness, 
fervor and charity. He set about with great success to improve the 
church music, and formed a choir of young men whom he instructed 
in the fundamentals of Gregorian chant. 


In 1875, after nine years of zealous and successful labor as a 
pastor in Salzano, the young priest was appointed a canon of the Cathe- 
dral of Treviso. At the same time he was named diocesan chancellor 
and spiritual director of the seminary. In fulfilling his duties he was 
always painstaking and exact. He won the love and confidence of the 
seminarians in his first meeting with them, when he addressed them 
as follows: ‘‘My dear clerics! [I am not a spiritual director enabled by 
long experience among clerical students or by great and varied 
knowledge of ascetical and theological subjects, to instruct, enlighten 
and advance you in the way which, with God’s help, you are to walk. 
Let us rather say right in the beginning that I understand little or 
nothing of all these things. I am but a poor country pastor whom 
God’s will has led here. This being the case, you must be content to 
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listen to this poor country pastor’s words, and have patience with him 
if he does not attain to the height of the office which God has entrusted 
to one who is unworthy and incapable.’’ Then in a pleasing, mellow 
voice, he delivered a well-prepared, lucid and interesting lecture, 
which was enthusiastically received by the students and proved to them 
that Canon Sarto, in spite of his humble avowals, was an experienced 
and enlightened director of souls, and an eloquent speaker. Indeed, 
he was frequently invited to speak on significant occasions, not only 
in Treviso, but in other places as well. In his new position, Monsignor 
Sarto continued his charities, and was especially noted for his bene- 
volence towards poor students, although his income was small, and 
he was obliged to assist his own family. 

His distinguished career as canon, chancellor and _ spiritual 
director was brought to a close after nine years, when on September 
16, 1884, he was appointed Bishop of Mantua. Upon receiving the 
news of this appointment, Canon Sarto wept, declaring himself un- 
worthy of the episcopal dignity, and incapable of fulfilling its duties. 
Finally, convinced that the will of God was manifested to him by the 
Holy Father’s command, he went to Rome and received episcopal 
consecration on November 16, 1884. 

The new Bishop took formal possession of the Cathedral of Mantua 
on April 19th of the following year. The diocese was in a very de- 
Plorable condition, both spiritually and materially, and the political 
authorities maintained an unfriendly attitude toward the Church. 
Pope Leo XIII had chosen Bishop Sarto for the difficult task of re- 
construction because of his mild character and splendid ability, and 
he was not disappointed in his choice, for in due time Mantua became 
a model diocese. The Bishop at once began to devote himself with all 
the zeal and energy of his character to better the conditions he found. 
He soon convened a three-day diocesan synod to discuss the instruc- 
tion of children, bad literature, the rights and duties of the clergy, 
the support of the seminary, church music and other pertinent mat- 
ters. His zeal for the welfare of the faithful and for church discipline 
aroused much opposition, but he bore his difficulties and trials in 
patient submission to the dispositions of Divine Providence. Bishop 
Sarto staunchly defended the rights of the Supreme Pontiff, threatened 
by the political intrigues then frequent in Italy. He exhorted all to 
a sincere, filial and self-denying submission to the Pope. 

Bishop Sarto had governed the See of Mantua for nine years, 
when Pope Leo XIII, on June 12, 1893, created him a Cardinal and 
appointed him Patriarch of Venice. In a condensed narrative such as 
this, one cannot do justice to the zeal he manifested in this sublime 
office, but an idea of it may be conveyed by an excerpt from his 
address to the clergy at the opening of the diocesan synod he con- 
vened in 1898:—‘‘We are assembled to devise the best means of draw- 
ing the children to God by religious instruction; of promoting the 
observance of Sunday, which, in our times, is frequently dedicated to 
servile work, or given over to sinful amusement, to intemperance and 
revelry; of calling parents to their duty of giving their children a 
Christian education, and of imbuing the children with a sense of their 
obligation towards the authors of their being and the supporters of 
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their life. We are here to oppose the immorality by which Christians 
debase themselves; to condemn the fearful blasphemies uttered against 
God and everything sacred and venerable; to reassert the laws by 
obeying which Christians become model citizens; to exhort them to 
frequent the sacraments and to use all the other means given them 
by God for rendering life on earth more supportable, and to facilitate 
their entrance into that home destined for all—heaven. Finally, we 
are assembled to renew in ourselves that grace with which we were 
endowed at our ordination to the priesthood, and to remove the dust 
that, perhaps, has accumulated in us in consequence of our life in the 
midst of the world. We are here to recover from the contamination 
contracted in healing the wounds of the souls of our brethren; to pause 
and turn back, if we, unfortunately, have permitted ourselves to be 
drawn into the vortex which engulfs so many in eternal ruin.”’ 


The death of Pope Leo XIII in 1903 brought Cardinal Sarto to 
Rome for the papal election. ‘‘Who will be the new Pope?” everyone 
asked. Cardinal Sarto answered: ‘‘Leo' XIII, who enlightened the 
world with his wisdom, will be succeeded by a Pope who will impress 
the world with the saintliness of his life.’””’ Without in the least 
suspecting it, he gave a description of himself. When he saw that the 
ever-increasing vote of the Sacred College seemed to be shifting the 
office of Supreme Pontiff in his direction, the humble Patriarch pleaded 
his unworthiness and incapability, and spent hours in prayer begging 
God to spare him this burden. The American Cardinal Gibbons played 
an indispensable role in persuading him to yield; consulting with 
Cardinal Satolli, he framed a speech for the latter to deliver to the 
reluctant Cardinal Sarto. The arguments were presented, and Cardinal 
Sarto finally agreed to accept if elected. The news was soon relayed 
to Cardinal Gibbons, who called on Cardinal Sarto that same evening 
to strengthen him in his decision, assuring the Pope-to-be that the 
Church in America, with all her devotion and enthusiasm, would be 
an element of strength to him, his glory and his crown. 


It was a happy hour for the Catholic world when Pius X ascended 
the throne of Peter. He took as his motto, ‘“‘To restore all things in 
Christ.’”” This sublime purpose manifested itself in all his pontifical 
acts, notable among which are his reform of church music; his recom- 
mendation of daily Communion and the giving of Holy Communion to 
children who have reached the age of discretion; the encyclical that 
drove the heresy of Modernism from Catholic ranks; the appointment 
of Cardinals who brought abou* the famous Code of Canon Law; the 
promotion of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; encyclicals 
against Socialism and the oppression of the Indians in Peru by rubber 
merchants; his matrimonial legislation; his decrees on the study of 
Holy Scripture; the institution of a Biblical Commission; and his 
vigilance regarding details of church administration. 

Love of souls was the motivating force of his pastoral zeal. The 
words, ‘‘Feed My lambs, feed My sheep’”’ actuated him in restoring to 
children early and frequent Communion, and in opening to parents and 
adults the way to Jesus, that He might be their daily food and drink. 
Thus he won for himself the beloved title of the ‘‘Pope of the Eucha- 
rist.".. Since then a wonderful transformation has taken place in 
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Catholic life. Today, men, women and children throng the Com- 
munion rail, every month, every week, yes, even every day. They are 
heeding also the plea of Pius X to be active participants in the Mass. 


The pontificate of Pius X, the ‘‘Pope of Peace,’”’ was troubled by 
politically-created difficulties for the Church in France, Italy, Spain 
and Portugal. Infidelity and materialism were everywhere rampant. 
Brute force was preparing to reign in a world that had forgotten 
Christ. The culmination was the first world war, which threatened all 
civilization. This catastrophe broke the heart of the saintly Pope 
and Father of Christendom. When approached with the request to 
bless the flags of the Catholic powers, he refused to do so, saying that 
he blessed peace and not war. In his last illness, he said, ‘“‘I wish 
to suffer, I wish to die for the soldiers on the battlefield.”” On August 
20, 1914, a few days after the outbreak of the war, Pius X slept peace- 
fully in God, called home to receive the reward of a good and faithful 
servant. 


Miracles occurred at his tomb with the frequency of blossoms 
in a fruitful meadow. Even during his life he is reported to have 
obtained astounding favors from God. One day, during one of the 
public audiences which Pius X was in the habit of granting to the 
people, a poor man whose arm was completely paralyzed and withered, 
and who had vainly sought the help of doctors, and even that of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, thought of seeking a cure from the Pope. The 
Pope appeared, smiling, and paternally passed among the assemblage. 
When he came near to the man, the latter pleaded, ‘‘Holy Father, 
cure me,”’ and showed his withered arm with a look of entreaty. The 
Pope smiled, passed his hand caressingly over the arm, and said 
sweetly, three times, ‘‘Yes, yes, yes.’’ While the third ‘yes’ was 
being pronounced, the withered arm unbent like a loosened spring, 
straightened out and resumed free movement, being perfectly cured. 


At another audience, a man brought his little son whose limbs 
had been paralyzed from birth. The Holy Father said to him, ‘‘Let 
me have the child.”” Taking him on his knee, he continued to speak to 
the crowd. After a few minutes the boy slid to the floor, and, to the 
amazement and joy of all, began to run around. The Holy Father, 
aware of the effect produced by such unusual occurrences, passed 
them off, saying: “I do not enter into it at all. It is the power of the 
Keys.”’ Since his death, cures and other favors have been recorded 
by the thousands. 


The process of his beatification was begun as early as 1923, and 
has been pushed forward in less time than is ordinarily the case. 
Our Holy Father, Pius XII, is himself greatly devoted to him, and it 
was rumored that an apparition of the saintly pontiff before the con- 
clave of the Cardinals apprised him of his coming election as Pope. 
Pius X will be the first Pope raised to the rank of ‘‘Blessed’’ in two 
hundred and seventy nine years. Like a good Shepherd, he guarded 
and protected the flock entrusted to his care, desiring, like St. Paul, 
to know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him Crucified. In the Crucifix 
he found the inspiration of his pontificate: ‘Greater love than this 
no man has, that he lay down his life for his friend.” 
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A Glorious Guard of Honor for the 


Sacred Heart 


HE beautiful month of June, so appropriately 

dedicated by Holy Mother Church to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, naturally turns our hearts 
to those many silent Tabernacles throughout the 
world in which this same loving Heart abides 
with us always. We cannot but recall those in- 
spiring words of the humble St. Anthony: “Our 
golden Altar is the Heart of Christ. Thence the incense of our prayers 
ascends to heaven; there are the sweet perfumes which spread over 
the earth!” Yes, the Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
perpetual jubilee of the Church, her glad hymn of praise for the 
mysteries of redeeming love. 

If we come to reflect upon it, we must be impressed to see how 
marvelously the lives and characters of the saints whose feasts we 
celebrate in June, are fitted to form a Guard of Honor round the Heart 
whose love they now enjoy to the full in heaven. 

To begin with, the 4th of June is dedicated to Saint Francis 
Caracciolo, commonly called “the Preacher of Divine Love.” This 
saint, even in childhood, loved to visit the Blessed Sacrament in un- 
frequented churches, and in later years would pass hours of the night 
before the Tabernacle. Born in the kingdom of Naples, of the princely 
family of the Caracciolo, he spent his time when studying for the 
priesthood in visiting the prisons or remote churches. Perhaps it was 
this pious custom which led him at the early age of twenty-five to 
found the Order of Clerks Regular, one of whose chief obligations 
consists in perpetual adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 

On the 6th of the month we celebrate the feast of St. Norbert, 
the founder of the Premonstratensians. The aim of these religious is 
to unite the active work of a parish priest with the restrictions and 
obligations of monastic life. We can picture the saint — a man of 
noble birth and rare intellectual gifts — living in the wild vale of 
Premontre with a few trained disciples to whom he had given the rule 
of St. Augustine, and the white habit symbolic of the stainless purity 
which should ever be the special mark of those whom God has called 
to the dignity of the priesthood and to the heroic virtues of the religious 
state. And when we remember St. Norbert’s singular reverence for 
the Blessed Sacrament, and that the end and object of his life-work 
of reform was reparation for the injuries offered to It, we must feel 
that his name is in truth worthy to be associated with a most fervent 
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devotion to the Sacred Heart, which, though concealed from mortal 
eyes beneath the Eucharistic veil, ever lives and beats upon our altars. 


We now pass on to one whose apostolic zeal and intense personal 
charm were only equalled by his extraordinary humility and eminent 
sanctity — a sanctity so remarkable that he was canonized less than 
a year after his death by Pope Gregory IX, in 1231. Burning with a 
deep and fervent love, his communion with his Divine Master re- 
mained practically unbroken even when he was engaged in such lowly 
tasks as sweeping and dusting, for St. Anthony of Padua, the great 
Wonder-worker, delighted to take upon himself these offices of the 
community. A striking example of his devotion to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment has come down to us in the legend that has him, on a certain 
occasion, sweeping the cloisters when the Elevation Bell rang. Im- 
mediately he fell upon his knees in profound adoration. As a reward 
for his piety, when he looked up, the wall seemed to open before his 
eyes, and he saw the priest standing at the altar with the Sacred Host 
in his hands. 

Love of the hidden life, an ardent and immensely large-hearted 
zeal for the salvation of souls — such were a few of the characteristics 
which we may well suppose rendered him specially dear to the Sacred 
Heart, whose humility and tenderness he strove so earnestly to imitate. 
Pope Pius XII recently raised him to the rank of a Doctor of the 
Church. His feast is kept on June 13th. 

The 14th of June is the feast of that illustrious Doctor of the 
Church whose mother and sister, together with two brothers, are 
honored as saints. St. Basil, from a dread of the allurements of the 
world, left all things and became the Father of Monasticism in the 
East. Ten notorious Arian heretics were at that time harrassing the 
Church, and the Saint, at once obedient to the voice of authority, went 
forth from his home of prayer and beloved silence, to do battle with 
the powers of darkness; and by unflinching boldness and his holy 
example, restored the spirit of fervor and discipline in the Church. He 
had refused to admit the Arians to Communion when commanded by 
the Emperor to do so — an act which needed no small amount of 
courage and calm intrepidity in the cause of right. 

On the 21st, we commemorate St. Aloysius, a saint whose angelic 
purity, quite apart from his other eminent virtues, entitles him to a 
foremost place on the Honor Guard. Of St. John the Baptist, the chosen 
precursor of the Savior, whom we honor on the 24th, it is superfluous 
to speak, for his panegyric has been spoken by Eternal Truth Himself 
in those unforgettable words: “Amen, I say to you, there has not risen 
among those born of women a greater than John the Baptist.” 
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Lastly, on the 29th we have the glorious Apostles, Sts. Peter and 
Paul, the former so full of fire and fervor, so impulsive and loving, 
so quick to repent; the latter excelling by his marvelous zeal, his 
intense devotion to Christ, his courage, and that all-embracing charity 
which no suffering or persecution could dampen or chill. 

When we remember these illustrious friends of God, born at dif- 
ferent periods in the history of the Church, we cannot help seeing in 
them a resemblance to the gleaming altar lights, which from earliest 
ages have been used to make more fair the sanctuaries where Our Lord 
in His Sacramental Presence dwells forever among the children of 
men. For all of these saints (except St. John the Baptist, who lived 
before Its time) the Holy Eucharist was the great Mystery of Faith, 
the central rite of their religion, the principal means of Divine worship, 
the object of their deepest reverence and most ardent love, as well as 
their supreme adoration. It should be such for us also, for we profess 
identically the same Faith as they did, and have the very same Lord 
and Savior dwelling in our midst under the Eucharistic veils. As they 
sanctified themselves by faithful co-operation with God’s grace and 
made themselves worthy to become Guards of Honor of the Sacred 
Heart, so we, too, should, by fervent devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, 
merit for ourselves a place amid the ranks of those who forever sing 
the glories and the praises of the Sacred Heart in heaven. 








Sacred Heart Pictures (Unframed) 
Suitable for the Enthronement 


SACRED HEART REIGNING — with sceptre and globe. Sepia. 
With Act of Consecration, 8x 12 inches, 10¢. 


SACRED HEART PLEADING — A very touch- 
ing picture. Sepia. With Act of Consecration, 
8x12 inches. 10¢. 


SACRED HEART, by Von Oer, depicting no- 
bility and tenderness. Sepia. Full figure, 16 x 25 
in., 40¢; Bust, 11x14 inches, 20¢. 


SACRED HEART, LOVER OF MANKIND — 
An appealing picture of the “meek and humble 
Savior.”” Sepia. 17x24 inches, 50¢. With Act 
of Consecration, 8x12 in., 10¢; 9x14 in., 15¢. 
With Act of Consecration and place for names, 
12x16 inches, 10¢. 





ORDER FROM: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
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The Prisoners of the King 
oOo Oede 
The Healing of the Ruler’s Son 


Concluded 


ANY beautiful sayings are found in the writings of holy 
men commending devotion to the holy souls in purgatory 
on account of the excellence of the charity which is mani- 

fested thereby. But in considering the miracle of the healing of the 
ruler’s son and the lessons we may draw from it in reference to pur- 
gatory, it is particularly the exercise of faith which seems to relate 
to it. In the case of the corporal works of mercy—and it is equally 
true of the spiritual works of mercy—we have before our eyes the 
sufferers for whom we.exert ourselves. Their miseries touch us sen- 
sibly, and our hearts would be very hard, indeed, were we to steel 
ourselves against the appeal made to our natural compassion by the 
sight of the hungry, or of the sick, or of prisoners, or of any kind 
of affliction which the Providence of God places before us for relief. 


Furthermore, we experience a sensible satisfaction and pleasure 
in giving such relief as we are able to bestow. We see the misery, 
we see and feel the healing of that misery which our charity brings 
about. There may even arise a temptation to self-complacency, but if our 
intention is pure and our Christian humility well-grounded, we should 
have little difficulty in overcoming this, or of being indifferent to the 
praises of men that may be bestowed. On the other hand, in the com- 
passion we exercise towards the souls in purgatory, there is nothing 
visible or sensible at all to move our sympathies. There is no danger 
either that the mercy we exercise will fall under the eyes of men, and 
so, in some measure, have its reward here on earth. The results ob- 
tained by devotion to the holy souls are as unseen as the sufferings 
themselves. We have no visible success to encourage us, nothing tan- 
gible to reward our efforts, and hence the prayers, penances, alms, 
indulgences and other satisfactions we offer for the holy souls are a 
constant exercise of faith in a manner, and in a degree, not to be 
affirmed of other works of compassion and mercy. 


Reflection on the circumstances of the healing of the ruler’s son 
makes it clear that the great object which Our Lord had in view when 
He seemed to deny the request of the father was not so much the 
good of the sick child as that of the father and of his family. He 
sought to procure for them the spiritual reward of a higher exercise 
of faith rather than only to relieve the poor suffering child of the 
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disease. There is this same end to be gained in devotion to the holy 
souls. It is preeminently a spiritual devotion — one which blesses 
those who practice it as well as those for whose sake it is practiced, 
and especially in the way of perfecting their faith, and giving them, 
as it were, a firm hold of its truths and a clear perception of the realities 
of the unseen world. 

Although the doctrine of purgatory is in no way contrary to reason, 
it is primarily faith that teaches us what we know of its existence, the 
pains suffered there, and the expiation wrought by means of those 
sufferings. Faith also teaches us that by God’s infinite mercy we pos- 
sess the power to relieve those pains by means of our prayers, suffrages, 
sacrifices, and satisfactions, and that we gain great merits for our- 
selves by this exercise of charity. 

Those who are drawn especially to devotion to the holy souls live 
in an atmosphere in which the great truths of the holiness of God, the 
heinousness of sin, the keen penetrating severity of Divine Justice, 
the purity which is required for heaven, the value of time and grace, 
the power of prayer, the unfailing efficacy of the Precious Blood, of the 
sacraments, of the Holy Sacrifice and of the Cross, are seen more 
clearly without the mists of sense, or the false lights of the world to 
veil or distort them. Such Christians gain daily in delicacy of con- 
science, in familiarity with spiritual truths, in courage under suffering, 
in love of the cross, and in charity for souls. They must grow in the 
knowledge of God and of His ways, in contempt for the things of 
sense, in keenness of discernment of the pettiness of many things which 
are so commonly hindrances to perfection, and of the immense power 
of sacramental grace. They acquire the spirit and habit of prayer. 
Thus a silent change comes over them, and in reward for their charity, 
which has so little that is sensible to feed upon, they insensibly acquire 
spiritual instincts as keen as those of the holy sufferers themselves, 
and are enabled to walk along the common path of life with a new 
sense, as it were, of what life is. 

What rich motives are suggested for the exercise of charity towards 
the poor souls! Surely during this month of the Sacred Heart, those 
who have perhaps given little thought to these holy prisoners of the 
King will wish to make up for past neglect by offering in their behalf 
the satisfactory value of their good works, and so achieve the double 
purpose of relieving and releasing the prisoners, and of giving glory 
and joy to the King Himself by their release. 





Spiritual Vitamin for June 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy kingdom come! 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, probably you have all seen the famous 

painting of Our Lord with a lantern in His hand, knocking 

b5 at a door, and leaning forward, as if listening intently for an 

answer from within. But have you noticed that there is 

one peculiar thing about that door? It has no knob nor handle of any 

kind. When the artist was painting the picture, one of his friends, 

sure that he had made a mistake, asked him about it. “Ah, no,” re- 

plied the great artist, “the door at which Christ is knocking is the 
human heart and that can be opened only from the inside.” 

And that is so true, Little Lovers! Christ stands at the door of 
our hearts and knocks. Although He is God, infinite, almighty, still 
He will not force His way. We must open the door ourselves and let 
Him in; open the door to His gentle knocking and let ourselves be 
flooded with His grace. Could there be a better time to do this—to 
open wide the door of our hearts to Him—than now in the beautiful 
month of June, which is dedicated to His Sacred Heart? When the 
Church was looking for an image to represent to us the great love of 
Jesus for men, she thought immediately of His Heart from which the 
soldier’s lance shook the last drop of Blood upon the Cross, just as 
you shake a bank to make sure there isn’t a single penny left in it. 

When you look at the lovely 
dark crimson petals of the roses 
which blossom so freely in this 
month, think of the Precious 
Blood and thank Our Lord for 
the greatness of His love. A 
good way to thank Him, the 
way He likes best, is to go to 
Holy Mass and Communion just 
as often as you’ can during 
these summer months. And 
don’t forget the First Fridays. 
That is a special devotion of 
the Sacred Heart, you know. 
He has made wonderful 
promises to those who go to 
Holy Communion for nine successive First Fridays—He will be with 
them at the hour of death, they will not die without receiving the 
Sacraments, and in the last moment His Heart will be their safe refuge. 
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So, dear Little Lovers, have a heart for the Divine Heart which 
loved you before time began and will keep on loving you throughout 
eternity. Don’t disappoint Jesus who waits so eagerly for you to give 
Him your heart in return. And as this year the First Friday of June is 
also the Feast of the Sacred Heart, you have a double opportunity of 
showing Him, by a specially fervent attendance at Holy Mass and 
reception of Holy Communion, that you want to love Him in union 
with the sare love that fills His own Divine Heart. 

PRACTi“=: Be an apostle of the Sacred Heart by encouraging 
others to go ic Goly Mass and Communion on the nine First Fridays. 
Gain “Golden Pennies’ for the Sacred Heart by visits to the Blessed 


Sacrament and little acts of self-denial, and by repeating often the 
aspiration below. 


ASPIRATION: All for Thee, O Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





The Sacred Heart Wins a Bet 


AUREEN and her grandfather were sitting in front of the big 
M. white farmhouse, watching the sun sink into a golden haze 

behind the dark fir trees. It was pleasantly cool, now that 
the heat of the day was over, and Mr. Malloy, relaxing after a hard 
afternoon’s haying, was enjoying the beauty of the evening. He liked 
to have Maureen with him during the summer, and looked forward 
to her vacation almost as much as she did. There were so many things 
to do on the farm — help pick strawberries, feed the chickens, make 
preserves with Grandma, ride with Grandpa on the tractor, and go 
swimming in the pond down by the pea patch. 

Only one thing spoiled Maureen’s happiness; on Sunday mornings 
when she came down stairs, wearing her prettiest dress and a big 
shady hat, there was no Grandpa ready to go along with her and 
Grandma and Uncle Jim to the village church. Maureen couldn’t 
understand it; she knew her grandfather was supposed to be a Catholic, 
but he just didn’t seem to care. He never went to Mass with the 
others, and when she asked him to come to church with her, he only 
laughed and said that religion was for women and children. When 
she asked Grandma about it, she just smiled sadly and said: ‘‘We 
must pray for him.” 

Even in June, the most beautiful month of the year, and the one 
belonging especially to the Sacred Heart whom Maureen loved so 
dearly, even then, Grandpa would never come to church. But this 
June, Maureen hoped, would be different... All year she had been 
praying very fervently for her grandfather, and although he didn’t 
know it, there was a small red Sacred Heart badge tucked into one 
of the drawers in his room. And now she had a plan; with a silent 
prayer to the Sacred Heart she began: 

“Grandpa, I want to make a bet with you. The other day you told 
me that you could remember everything you read, and that if you 
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really tried you could learn any book off by heart in less than a week.” 

“Well, so I could — any book of moderate size.” 

“Then, I’ll bet you a new hat that you won’t be able to memorize 
in that time a book I’ll pick out for you.” 

Mr. Malloy smiled and rose at once to the challenge: ‘It’s a bet. 
You give me any book you like and by the end of the week I’ll recite 
it to you from cover to cover without a mistake. I really do need 
a new hat, too; mine is pretty well worn out.” 

Maureen hurried into the house and returned with a small paper- 
covered book. Mr. Malloy looked at it and said that it was certainly 
a small one; apparently she didn’t think much of his ability. 

“Oh, there is more in this book than you think!” said Maureen, 
and her eyes were twinkling as she handed it to him. 

He opened it and glanced at the title page. A shade of annoyance 
passed over his face. It was the Penny Catechism! 

“‘Let’s take some other book,’ he said rather crossly. 

Maureen smiled: “I thought this would frighten you. You'll 
never be able to learn all that small print.’’ 

‘“‘Nonsense! I can learn it quite easily. But you might have 
chosen something more interesting. However, I’ll take it since you 
insist.” 

Maureen was satisfied. When her grandfather said he would do 
a thing, he did it thoroughly, and once the seeds of true knowledge 
were sown, who could tell what fruit they might bear? 


All the rest of that week Mr. Malloy was seldom without the little 
book in his hands. In the evenings he walked up and down the gravel 
paths studying it, determined to win his bet, and once when she was 
near the open window, Maureen heard him repeating out loud the 
parts he already knew. By Saturday night he was ready to say it off 
by heart to her. No little boy trying his first catechism examination 
could have been more anxious to say it right, and he did know it 
perfectly. He won his bet, and a new hat, but that seemed to be 
all. He never spoke of the book again or showed any effects from 
his study of it. Yet he did not return the book to her, and once or 
twice Maureen was almost sure she saw him take it from his pocket 
and begin reading it when he thought no one was watching. So she 
did not give up hope, but prayed still more fervently before the Sacred 
Heart statue in her room. 

The next Sunday Mr. Malloy rode with the family to the village 
when they went for Mass, but, instead of coming to the church with 
them, he said he had some business to attend to. There were tears 
in Maureen’s eyes as she prayed before the Sacred Heart altar, yet, 
surely, He would not fail her; He never had in all her eleven years, 
and this was a very special favor. 

Then came the feast of the Sacred Heart. Maureen was a little 
late getting ready for Mass that morning because she simply could 
not find her hat, though she had looked everywhere. Finally, she 
came down without it, almost in tears. But there at the bottom of 
the stairs stood her grandfather, wearing his best suit and his new 
hat, and holding in his hands a beautiful straw hat with a pale blue 
ribbon and a wreath of tiny daises, just the kind to make a little 
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girl happy. With a bow he presented it to Maureen. Then, without 
giving her time to ask a single question, he took her arm and hurried 
her into the car. He went along to town, but this time he got out at 
the church door with them, and, to Maureen’s great surprise, he 
walked beside her to the pew and knelt with her during Mass. Best 
of all, when it came time for Holy Communion, he was beside her 
at the Communion rail! 

Maureen’s heart nearly burst with happiness and gratitude when 
she made her thanksgiving. Her heart was singing a song of love to 
the Sacred Heart, and she could hardly wait to ask her grandfather 
about it after Mass. He told her that the Penny Catechism had started 
him thinking seriously; that he had decided to see Father Vincent, 
and had had several talks with him during the past weeks. Then 
one day when he was hunting for a handkerchief in his drawer, he 
had found the Sacred Heart badge, and had been moved to ask God’s 
forgiveness for his years of denial and doubt. Yesterday he had been 
to confession for the first time in eighteen years, and this morning to 
Holy Communion, all thanks to the Sacred Heart and His little apostle, 
and Mr. Malloy drew Maureen closer to him. Maureen smiled as 
she threw her arms around his neck and kissed him, saying: ‘‘Well, 
we both got new hats, didn’t we, Grandpa? But I think the Sacred 
Heart won the bet, don’t you?”’ 
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Chanks to the Scheyern Cross — 


“We want to thank you for the Scheyern Cross recently sent to my cousin, 
and for your prayers in his behalf. Two weeks ago, a malignant tumor in his 
jaw, after a series of X-ray treatments, was expelled in its entirety. The doctor 
at the clinic said that he knew of only one other cure in that manner, and it 
was at Lourdes. We are deeply grateful to God and His Mother and to all 
who interceded for us..." Miss G.F., Iowa. 





“I received your letter and the precious cross. I feel sure it was through 
the little cross George was wearing that he was saved from accidents. He 
didn’t drink any during seven weeks, and went to confession Saturday and 
received Holy Communion yesterday. I sewed one of the crosses in his 
clothes; now he will wear it all the time.” Mrs. M.B., Calif. 


Very many more testimonies similar to the above could be cited. 
During the remainder of the Holy Year of 1951, a Scheyern Cross will 
be given as a special premium for each NEW subscription to ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.’’ Each cross is accompanied by an explanatory 
leaflet with suitable prayers. It must be understood, however, that 
the Scheyern Cross is not a “good luck charm,” but a sacramental, 
blessed by the Church and touched to a relic of the True Cross, and 
graces obtained through its pious use are due to faith and prayer. 
GIFT subscriptions are suggested as a means for obtaining more 
crosses. Remember, especially, the men in service, who will appreciate 
both the magazine and the precious cross as a “spiritual armor’’ of 
protection. 
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Booklets to Cheer 
and Inspire 
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PATHWAYS TO PEACE — A booklet to help you find the 
way to true peace in our troubled times. 10¢ 


MAGNIFICENCE OF THE LOVE OF GOD — Treats of the 
i boundless love of God for us and the marvelous efficacy of perfect 
contrition. 10¢ 


ST. ANTHONY, THE WONDER-WORKER — St. Anthony 
| holds a special place in the hearts of all Catholics, so this account 
of his marvelous life and miracles is a favorite. 10¢ 


CONFORMITY TO THE WILL OF GOD — A booklet’ to 
bring consolation and enlightenment to Catholic and non-Catholic 
alike. 10¢ 


PRAYER, THE GREAT MEANS OF GRACE — Anon inspiring 
and practical treatment of the excellence, necessity and rewards 
of prayer, including practical advice on how to pray. 10¢ 








ST. GERTRUDE, THE GREAT — A sketch of the life and 
miracles of this saint, so dear to the Sacred Heart that He has 
promised special graces to those who venerate her. 10¢ 


FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN — Explains the true meaning 
and purpose of Christian life, and suggests guiding principles for 


attaining our great goal — Heaven! 10¢ 
q OUR SAVIOR’S GOODNESS TO THOSE WHO 
TRUST HIM — A consoling explanation of the mercy Wj, 
of God to those who trust in Him with faith and 
confidence. 10¢ 
WA A Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration f| p 
Clyde, Missouri (); 
































June and the 
Sacred Heart 
































Let these booklets light a flame in your 





heart in the month of the Sacred Heart. 


Each Booklet, 10¢ 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
True Veneration of Sacred Heart 
Come, Let Us Adore 


Six Discourses on Enthronement 








Guard of Honor and Holy Hour 


Communicate Frequently 
and Devoutly 


Novena of Holy Communions 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home 


Message of the Sacred Heart - 5¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


























